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EL PASO, TX -- Here's a streak that puts most to shame... The Eastwood cross country
team hasn't lost a single meet to another El Paso school... in four years! They are a
running dynasty and the boys are ranked 4th in the state this season and both squads are
ranked #1 in the city. The Troopers say the success is all about family.

"It's amazing, especially with the kind of work we put in during the summer, during
workouts. We get along with one another, we support each other and it's just a really
team, family feeling," said sophomore Daniel Bernal. Senior Anna Mora added, "Everyone
on this team has a strong work ethic. They just want to continue to work hard and make
Coach McClain proud. Just keep doing great. They don't want to lose it."

Daniel and Anna have the top boys and girls times in the city so far this season, and next
up is district in two weeks at the Chamizal.
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Dariiel Berral
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. Nike meet was very help-

Mora
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1-6A championship, fin-
ished fourth at region-
als to qualify for the state

meet. At the state meet,

she had one of her best
showings, finishing eighth
with a time of 18:09.59.

“Anna is a really tal-
ented runner and she is
a tremendous compet-
itor,” Eastwood coach
Mike McLain said. “What
stands out about Anna is
how team oriented she
is. Anna wants to do the
very best for the school,
for her teammates and
she will help them to get
better. I was so happy for
her to get the chance to
run at state and she ran
really well.”

Mora’s success and de-
termination earned her
teammates’ respect.

“Anna is so tough and
determined,” Eastwood
boys runner Daniel Ber-

nal said. “When she puts

her mind to something,
she can do it. She is a
good leader for us and she
ran so well this year and
was really consistent.”
After the state meet,
Mora turned heads with
an eighth-place finish at
the Nike Cross Nationals
South Regionals. She ran
the 5K race in 18:22.58.
With that finish, Mora
is receiving more interest
from colleges. She plans
to visit Texas Tech, Port-
land and East Central in
Oklahoma among others.
“I’'m excited about the
opportunity to run at the
next level,” Mora said. “I'm
going to keep an open
mind of where I want to

| go. It will be a new chal-

lenge at the next level but
one that I am looking for-
ward to. Running at the
next level has always been
a goal of mine and the

" ful for me.”

Bernal

FROM PAGE 1
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us throughout the season.
He has a bright future for
us.”

Bernal led Eastwood
to a District 1-6A cham-
pionship and its third trip
to the state meet in four
years. ;

He helped the team
navigate through a very
tough schedule that in-
cluded meets in Grape-
vine, Texas, Silver City,
Las Cruces, Lubbock and
Casa Grande, Ariz.

“It was a learning ex-
perience for me this
year,” Bernal said. “As
a freshman, my season
ended after district. But
this year, there were a
few more weeks and I
can use this season as a
building block for next
year. ... I can still do bet-
ter.”

Prior to being a com-
petitive runner, Bernal
tried his hand at swim-
ming. But running be-
came his love and now
he’s turned into one of

the city’s best with two |

years still left on the
varsity level.

“Being a part of this
program makes you
better,” he said. “We
have a really competi-
tive team and going to
tough meets out of town
and running against the
good runners here in
town makes you better.
...Going forward, I want
to continue to be better
and help us stay among
‘the state’s best.”

Bernal also has his
sights set on running on

. the collegiate level.

“I want to be the best
I can be and maybe one
day I will even coach,”
Bernal said. “Running
is important to me and
while it’s a lot of hard
work, it’s fun for me and
I love the competition.”

Felixz Chdvez may be
reached at 546-6167.

Feliz Chdvez may be
reached at 546-6167.
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(#11 All-Time Regional Course) (#5 All-Time Regional Course) (#2 All-Time Regional Course)
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(#10 All-Time Nike South Course) (#9 All-Time Nike South Course) (#3 All-Time Nike South Course)



All-City Girls Cross Country team

PHOTOS BY RUDY GUTIERREZ EL PASO TIMES

The El Paso Times All-City Giris Cross Country team members are, from left: Stephanie Quintero, Socorro; Rachel Gallivan,
Chapln Bnanna Armendarlz Frankl]n Vanessa Parra Eastwood Eden E!g.mtyn Eastwood Anisa Burciaga, Canutillo.

Troopers dommate, freshmen emerge

By VictorR. Martlngz
vmamne.a'@dpasonmea com
@urmart on Twitter

The big news in girl’s
cross country in 2014 was
the emergence of several
young runners and the con-
tinued city dominance of
the Eastwood High School
girl’s program.

Several freshmen and
sophomores had a major
impact on their schools’
success, including Jefferson
freshman Breona Pinkney
— who was third to help
the Foxes to a silver medal

at the District 1-5A meet —

and Andress freshman Jor-

dan Pinson — who led the

Eagles to a team bronze
medal at district and a spot
at the Region 1-5A meet.

Hanks freshman An-
drea Abeyta placed third at
the District 2-5A meet and
helped Hanks to a team silver
medal and ninth-place finish
at the Region 1-5A meet.

‘ GiRLS ALL-CITY

FIRSTTEAM

Almee Hernandez, senior East-
lake: Two-time All-City; won four
meets this season; District 2-5A
champion was seventh at region-
als (18:10.88) and 10th at state.
Vanessa Parra, senlor, East-
wood: Class 6A state meet qual-
ifier; third at District 1-6A meet;
23rd at regional meet in 18:22.21,
third fastest in city.

Stephanle Quintero, senior, So-
corro: District 1-BA runner-up;

- 27th at the Region 1-6A meet;

time of 18:30.02was city’s fourth
fastest. i
Anisa Burciaga, sophomaore, Ca-

At the UIL State Cross
Country - Championship,
three El Paso runners fin-
ished in the top 10 to earn
All-State honors.
Eastwood senior Anna
Mora placed eighth in Class

6A while Canutillo sopho--*

more Anisa Burciaga fin-

q x

nutille: Second in District 1-5A;
16th at Region 1-5A meet; ninth
at state meet; personal best of
18:39.10.

Rachel Galllvan, junior, Chapin:
District 1-5A champion; 27th at
Region 1-5A meet; 19:11.35 was

‘the city's seventh best,

Eden Buntyn, senior, Eastwood:
Senior leader for Troopers; eighth
at District 1-6A meet; 50th at the
Region 1-6A in 19:11.60.
Brlanna Armendariz, junlor,
Franklin: Consistent throughout
season; fourth at District 1-6A
race; 59th at regional meet in
19:19.66.

ished ninth and Eastlake se-
nior Aimee Hernandez was
10th in Class 5A.

Mora, the El Paso Times
female Runner of the Year
for the second straight year,
was untouchable when run-
ning in the city this season
finishing with three meet

'SECOND TEAM

Mireille Hernandez, senior, East-
lake; Yara Cortez-Alaniz, senior,
Hanks; Jacqueline Lopez, senior,
Socorro; Breona Pinkney, fresh-
man, Jefferson; Michelle Es-
trada, sophomore, Mountain View;
Ocean Stevens, junior, Clint; An-
drea Abeyta, freshman, Hanks.

HONORABLE MENTION

Jordan Pinson, freshman, An-
dress; Sarah Lopez, senior, Horl- |

zon; Ashley Pargas, sophomore,
San Elizario; Emily Estrada, se-
nior, Mountain View; Elise McLain,
senior, Eastwood; Lilly Fernandez,
freshman, Eastwood.

championships. Her season
best was 17:10.85 (a full min-
ute over the runner with the
city’s second best time) at
the regional course at Mae
Simmons Park.

Victor R. Martinez may be
reached at 915-546-6128.
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All-City Boys Cross Country team

By Victor R. Martlnez
mwrtinex@elpaeﬁtimes com
@vrmartan 5

' The San Ehzario, Tor-

nillo, Cathedral, Eastwood |
and the Socorro boys were

ranked in the top 10 of the
Cross Country Coaches As-
sociation of Texas the entire
season.

The San Elizario and
Clint boys finished one-
two in the Class 4A divi-
sion, Austin’s boys finished
fourth in Class 5A and ad-
vanced to the state meet as
did the Eastwood boys who
won a silver medal at the
Region 1 Class 6A meet.

In all, El Paso’s boys

produced two team state
champions and four UIL
All State runners — Clint
senior Stetson Rayas (fifth
in Class 4A at the state
meet), San Elizario senior
Michael Johnson (ninth
in Class 4.A), San Elizario
sophomore Ulises Cardoza
(10th in Class 4A) and East-
wood senior Jose Silva (10th
in Class 6A).

There were several new
faces on the cross country
scene this season including
Eastwood sophomore Dan-

e

Two-time All-City; best time of
15:15.12 at the Region 1-6A meet

-at Mae Simmons Park in Lubbock

.

where he finished 11th.

Stephen Alvarez, junlor, So-
corro; Had second fastest 5K time
in the city (15:00.70) at the Re-
glon 1-6A meet; finished 17th at
the Class 6A state meet.
Michael Johnson, senlor, San
Elizario: Two-time All-City; five
meet wins this season; second at
the Region 1-4A meet in Lubbock;
ninth at the Class 4A state meet.

‘Juan Vazquez, senior, Austin:

Led Panthers to state meet with

iel Bernal who won three
meets and raced to a city
best 14:59.28 to finish sixth
at the Region 1-6A meet in
Lubbock. He finished the
season in 13th place in the
Class 6A state meet.

For most of the season,

Bernal was the No. 1 run- :

ner on the city’s best team
and for that is the El Paso
Times male Runner of the
Year.

Victor R. Martinez may be
reached at 546-6128.

PHOTOS BY RUDY GUTIERREZ EREL PASO TIMES H

The El Paso Times All-City Boys Cross Country team members are, from left: Juan Vazquez, Austin; Michael Johnson, San Eli~
zario; Stephen Alvarez, Socorro; Javier Gaytan, Burges; Jose Silva, Eastwood; Stetson Rayas, Clint; Deric Martinez, Eastwood.

; se&ond-placa fihish at the Rggion

1-5A meet; his 15:12.91in 5K was

fourth -best in city; 12th at state.

Javier Gaytan, senlor, Burges:
Third at the Region 1-5A meet in
15:17.49; placed 18th in his second
state appearance.

Deric Martinez, senior, East-
wood: 16th at Region 1-6A meet in
15:19.54, seventh-fastest in city.
Stetson Rayas, senior, Clint:

Three meet wins; fourth at the

Region 1-4A meetin 15:23.60and
fifth at the Class 5A state meet.

SECOND TEAM ;
Ulises Cardoza, sophomore, San
Elizario; Adam Cortez, sopho-

ftate tltles hlghhght season

 FIRST TEAM

e bl o8 more, Franklin; Loule Barba, ju-
Jose Sllva, saniur. Eastwood:

nior, Cathedral; Matt Munoz, ju-
nior, Eastwood; Cristian Hernan-
dez, junior, Socorro; Cameron
Laverty, senior, Americas; Eric
Peters, junior, Cathedral.

HONORABLE MENTION

Ricardo Castaneda, senior, Jef-
ferson; Paul Truax, junior, East-
wood; Chris Wallace, senior,
Eastwood; Richard Zuniga, se-
nior, Socorro; Erick Arambula,
sophomore, San Elizario; Adrlan
Morales, sophomore, Tornillo;
Abraham Perez, senior, Ameri-
cas.
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